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- Saint John’s Pulpit (August 30, Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost)
– “Moses’ New Normal” Exodus 3:1-6, 13-15

3 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of

Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of
fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not
consumed. 3Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight,
and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4When the LORD saw that he had
turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And
he said, “Here I am.” 5Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6He
said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to
look at God.

13But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The
God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his
name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He
said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to
you.’” 15God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites,
‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’:

This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.

Moses… his new normal

We often hear this new term everywhere these days. It is the word “a new
normal.” Sounds like an oxymoron, but this word became very popular as
we are going through this pandemic. Among many people in the Bible, I
used to think that Moses lived his new normal life through his whole life.
Every 40years, his life setting changed, so he had to live a totally new life.
For this first 40years (0-40 years), he lived in Egypt as a prince of Egypt.
The next stage for his second forty years was in Midian (41-80 years) where
we see him in the text today. And for his final forty years Moses had to lead
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the Israel in the wilderness (81-120). Ironically, his life stage got worse and
worse from Egypt Palace to wilderness. Eventually, Moses couldn’t step in
the land of promise, and was buried in the wilderness where we still have no
idea.

To believe or not, Moses did his new normal life. Was he happy? If he
chose to stay in the palace, could he have lived a better life? The text today
is a milestone for Moses’ life. Just getting out of the palace in Egypt, Moses
is now in Midian. How could Moses face this new normal? In front of this
dramatic change, how could he overcome his sense of fear and fulfill God’s
mission? Furthermore, as we are heading to a new normal, how does Moses’
story help us to meet this uncharted water?

Meet God first!

Before heading to a new normal, the first thing Moses had to do was to
meet God. People, task, Exodus plan, and others… before meeting these
things, Moses had to meet God firstly and personally!

4When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him
out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5Then he said,
“Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which
you are standing is holy ground.” Exodus 3:4-5 NRSV

Many people say that our new normal is not like what we’ve enjoyed.
However, to meet God first is the same. Either online service or in-person
service, to meet God first is our holy mission. We do worship, but please
know that we do not enjoy it. In any circumstances, our priority is to meet
God firstly and personally. When Moses firstly met God, he had to do
something. Yes, it was to take off his sandals.

“Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on
which you are standing is holy ground.”

In ancient world, to take off shoes was a symbolic attitude to give
someone respect. Later, the instruction given to Moses here at the burning
bush are also given to his successor Joshua when he meets the “commander
of the army of the Lord” as Israel is preparing to take Jericho.

14He replied, “Neither; but as commander of the army of the LORD I have
now come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and he
said to him, “What do you command your servant, my lord?” 15The
commander of the army of the LORD said to Joshua, “Remove the sandals
from your feet, for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so.
Joshua 5:14-15 NRSV
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Are you ready to enjoy my paraphrased version for this verse?

“Remove the mask from your face, for the place where you stand is holy
and clean! And J.W. did so.”

These days, we all are tired because we hear lots of news and updates
about Covid-19. Not only this fact, but also there are lots of news about
natural disasters, violence, criticism. Maybe our shoes are full of dirt of
worry, stress, concern, anger, and anxiety. With those shoes, we cannot
meet God. In a certain point, to take off shoes was not only to give God
one’s respect, but also to be relieved from one’s anxious life. Please know
this. God makes our ground holy, not because of any special properties of
the place but only because of God’s presence. And this also is a main theme
in Exodus. God is holy, and he is the one who makes or declares places and
people to be holy.

Either an old normal or a new normal, God was holy, and He is too now.
And God will be in the future. When Moses was in Egypt, God was holy.
When he was in Midian, God was holy. And in wilderness, God was holy.
Whenever Moses had to change his life setting, God was with Moses. Even if
we are heading to a new normal, we have one immutable truth. God is holy
and we need to meet Him first. How? We need to take off our shoes. To
respect God, Moses and Joshua took off their sandals. Of course, we do the
same. What does it mean to respect someone? It means that we are ready
to follow any direction whom we respect. In other words, it does not insist
on our experience, knowledge, and know-how.

Our new normal may require us to take off our shoes. However, we know
that the name of God would be the same.

15God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the
God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, has sent me to you’:

This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations. Exodus 3:15 NRSV

From the next month, we are going to begin our re-opening. Are you ready
or nervous or even afraid? Whenever we feel a mixture of feelings, please
listen to the story of Moses. As long as we are ready to meet God and take
off our sandals, God will make our place safe and holy. Amen.


