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- Saint John’s Pulpit (March 7, Third Sunday in Lent) 
           – “Between Worshipping and Performing” John 2:13-22 

 
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In 

the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money 

changers seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of 

them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out 

the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told 

those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 

making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered that 

it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18 The Jews then said 

to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19 Jesus answered them, 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then 

said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will 

you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking of the temple of his 

body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 

had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 

spoken. 

 

 

The Pandemic, the Second Reformation? 

It is March! Time to welcome Spring in our life. Daylight Saving Time begins 

in a week. Unbelievably it has been almost one year since the World has 

stopped its function due to Covid-19. Lots of things are going on, but time 

does not wait for us.  

Many people say that the Pandemic can be regarded as the Second 

Reformation for churches and Christians. This Pandemic has made us 

experience totally different faith life. It is not about in-person service or 

online service. We need to see more fundamental changes than we’ve 

experienced during this difficult time.  

Before the pandemic, people were asked to follow or join services and 

programs at their churches. Their church bulletins reminded them of lots of 

choices to make. But during the pandemic, people were asked to make a 

relationship with God only.  
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Instead of being at their church, they had to choose to worship God at 

home. Not by a fancy program of Bible reading, but by their own will, they 

read the Bible. From church buildings to individual places, the Pandemic asks 

us to worship God more independently.  

Indeed, there have been lots of factors encouraging people to go to church 

other than worshipping God. Friendship, personal invitation, nice church 

programs, and facilities, entertainment, fellowship, membership benefit 

(churches provide their parking lot/ gym/bookstore for their members to use 

less expensive or free) and so on.  

However, all these things are not their consideration anymore during the 

pandemic. So, if there is a reason to go to church or turning on computers to 

join on-line services… it is God, period! 

In a nutshell, faith life during the pandemic challenges all to focus on a 

relationship with God seriously. At the same time, people are asked to care 

for their neighbors more and more. A rediscovery of God and neighbors to 

love and care…was this what Jesus sought for in the story today? 

Jesus’ Cleanses the Temple 

Indeed, this story is presented in all four Gospels. However, it is also 

controversial. The same story in Matthew, Mark, and Luke is introduced at 

the final stage of Jesus’ ministry, simply speaking before Jesus’ Crucifixion. 

But the Gospel of John placed this story at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  

Practically, it is hard to say that Jesus did this cleaning the Temple two times 

both in his beginning and ending ministry. If Jesus had to do this difficult 

mission one time, many people believe that he did it at his final stage of 

ministry in Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  

As the Gospel of John was written later than other three Gospels, John had 

time to digest and highlight what Jesus did in his ministry and wanted to 

present some valuable lessons from Jesus in the first few pages. If so, why 

did John place this uneasy story in Jesus’ first ministry stage?  

Worshiping God or Selling His Name? 

For Jewish people, keeping the Passover was their obligation. No 

negotiation! All Jewish adult men who are within 20 miles from Jerusalem 
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must join the Passover. At that time, as Jewish people lived not only in 

Israel but also in many other places regardless of borderlines, there were 

lots of people who had to travel a long distance to join their Passover. 

A couple of major requirements to keep the Passover were to pay a temple 

tax with an official and authorized currency and offer standard animals to 

sacrifice. To support all these things, money exchangers and authorized 

animal sellers formed a big business in Jerusalem. They were nothing new 

and strange.   

However, in the eyes of Jesus, all things conducted in the Temple were not 

worshipping God but selling God’s name. They were in the Temple but did 

not have God in their heart. They looked like serving God and Passover, but 

they were serving themselves.  

To serve themselves means to sacrifice others because there were extra fees 

and hidden numbers in their bills. So, Jesus saw that God was excluded, and 

at the same time, neighbors were excluded too. After all, Passover without 

God and neighbors. Temple without God and neighbors. That was why Jesus 

was upset.  

On the other hand, we need to see carefully where all these business and 

transactions happened. It was at the Court of Gentiles. At that time, a 

Temple had several designated areas such as a court of Gentiles, a court of 

women, a court of Israel, and a court of Priests…  

Among these separated areas, the Court of Gentiles was the only place 

where all people can enter including the Gentiles. Exchanging currency and 

shopping animals were allowed in this area. What made Jesus angry in the 

story today? 

Here we can see serious discrimination by Jewish people, especially for 

foreigners and gentiles. Apparently, all are welcomed in the Temple, but the 

Gentiles had to worship in the Court of Gentiles with all kinds of bad noise 

such as noise from animals, bidding, auctioning, metallic sound from coins, 

and solicitation. The only victims were the Gentiles. In other words, the 

Jewish people excluded the Gentiles and prevented them from keeping the 

Passover without experiencing God.  
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Passover and Temple… although these two words were for experiencing God, 

no God, and no neighbors! There was no worshipping God, but selling God’s 

name, let alone Grace and love. This is why Jesus was upset and radically 

violent.  

In Acts 3:1-10, there is a story of healing crippled beggar by Peter. Let me 

read Acts 3:1-2. 

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, 

at three o’clock in the afternoon. 2 And a man lame from birth was being 

carried in. Acts 3:1-2 NRSV 

To this beggar, Peter and John gave a name of Jesus which healed him 

presented in Acts 3:6. 

6 But Peter said, “I have no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” Acts 3:6 NRSV 

From this beautiful healing story, why should we see it critically serious? This 

story tells there were two groups. One is those who worshipped (prayed) in 

the temple. The other was a crippled beggar who was not allowed to join 

their service.  

No invitation, communication, and fellowship each other. Here, crying for 

Grace and love from God in the temple. There… another crying for love and 

grace from worshippers out of the temple. If Peter and John had not met this 

beggar, the beggar would not have any chance to enter the temple…   

When We Worship… 

As I mentioned in the introduction, the Pandemic has challenged our faith in 

many ways. The biggest challenge is this. We should be true worshippers, 

not religious performers. Churches should do the same as well. In order for 

our worship to be a true one, we need love for God and our neighbors. This 

is all about worship and faith. Here is a simple deal. We just need to bring 

others to Christ and bring Christ to others.   


