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- Saint John’s Pulpit (April 4, Easter) 
                               – “Don’t Cry!” John 20:11-18 

 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 

look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 

body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 

feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 

“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 

him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 

there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 

gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 

you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 

She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 

Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 

ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 

ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary 

Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and 

she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Easter! 

A mixture of lots of emotions I am feeling now. First of all, I give thanks to 

the Lord because we now are celebrating Easter Sunday 2021. Because we 

celebrate Easter in the pandemic after lots of death and sacrifice (which are 

ongoing), we all agree that this Easter is somewhat different and more 

meaningful.  
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How was your Easter a year ago? And how are you feeling Easter this year? 

Although we are still in the pandemic, we all agree that there is a gap in 

between. As T.S. Eliot mentioned in his The Waste Land,  

April is the cruellest month, breeding 

Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing 

Memory and desire, stirring 

Dull roots with spring rain. 

Winter kept us warm, covering 

Earth in forgetful snow, feeding 

A little life with dried tubers…  The Waste Land, T.S. Eliot  

In front of the Covid-19, we had no idea what it was, how to scope, and 

when to go back to normal. The only thing we experienced was to see lots of 

deaths powerlessly. Yes, April 2020 was the cruellest month to all the world!   

Still, I remember the moment I heard one of the congregations lost her 

family due to covid. Helga used to join us before the pandemic with her 

walker. When I gave her a call one day in April 2020, she told me that she 

lost her twin sister due to Covid.  

It was April 14, 2020. At that time, the whole world was in a panic, Helga 

just heard about her sister’s death and did nothing about it. She could not 

participate in her sister’s funeral and had no idea how it was. Don’t you think 

that her story sounds like Mary Magdalene’s cry in the text today?  

13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 

“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 

him.” John 20:13 NRSV 

Like Mary, lots of people had to ask the same question during the pandemic. 

They lost their family, friends and loved ones. But they had no idea where 

they can see their loved ones. When they cried, so did we. Even 2,000 years 

ago, Mary Magdalene was weeping to find Jesus’ body on Easter Day. Maybe 

some people do the same thing now in the world or in our neighborhood.  

Can we see the hope of Resurrection? 

When you read the Bible particularly about stories of Resurrection, you 

easily see that there were people who checked out the empty tomb where 
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Jesus had been laid. However, a special privilege to meet the Risen Lord first 

was given to only one person, Mary Magdalene. She was the first one to 

meet the Risen Lord in-person! Not only from the text today, but also Mark 

16 confirms this fact.   

9 [[Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to 

Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. Mark 16: 9 

NRSV 

Let’s take a moment to read this story carefully and try to find some 

keywords in it. Mary Magdalene, an empty tomb, weeping and looking for a 

dead body… All these things indicate that the Risen Lord showed up in the 

most miserable time and place! Even to one of the miserable ones!  

If so, don’t you think that the Risen Lord can be present in this pandemic 

and shows up in front of us where we are experiencing this hopeless, 

powerless, and sleepless time?  

The point is this. The Risen Lord was present when people cried, felt despair, 

and were strongly looking for. The Good news of Resurrection was sounded 

in the most miserable place.  

Do not try to find it but open your eyes! 

Here is a question for you. Do you know how to find the Risen Lord? How 

can we meet the Risen Jesus in our life? To answer this question, let’s see 

another story of seeing the Risen Lord in Luke. It is a story of the walk to 

Emmaus.  

13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other 

about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and 

discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes 

were kept from recognizing him. Luke 24:13-16 NRSV 

Please look at the verse 16 again – “But their eyes were kept from 

recognizing him.” Those two disciples were with the Risen Lord even before 

they had tried to find him. The Risen Lord was with these disciples. But they 

couldn’t recognize Jesus.  
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Likewise, in the story today, the Risen Lord was with Mary Magdalene even 

before she had tried to find him. Mary Magdalene was with the Risen Lord!      

14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, 

but she did not know that it was Jesus. John 20:14 NRSV  

Yes, the Risen Lord is always with us. The Risen Lord is not the one whom 

we try to find. When we open our eyes, we get to see the Risen Lord. In the 

story today, Mary’s main concern was in the dead body only. She was 

looking at the empty tomb. She was weeping and crying toward the tomb. 

Don’t do it! Please turn around. Listen to His voice! Your little action makes 

the greatest moment in your life to meet the Risen Lord.  

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 

“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). John 20:16 NRSV 

Indeed, God has been with us where we are. The problem is whether we 

recognize it or not. Therefore, don’t try to find the Lord, but open your eyes! 

He is with us now. He is standing behind you now! Please try to turn to the 

Lord and pay attention to his voice. For those disciples on the way to 

Emmaus, they experienced the same thing as Mary Magdalene.  

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, 

and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized 

him; and he vanished from their sight. Luke 24:30-31 NRSV    

We celebrate Easter today. He has Risen! Hope that you can speak out “I 

have seen the Lord” like Mary Magdalene today. If you did, please share the 

Risen Lord you met with your neighbors. Encourage them to open their eyes, 

pay attention to the Lord, and turn to their churches.  

18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 

Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. John 20:18 

NRSV 

It is not a time to cry, but to celebrate. HAPPY EASTER!    


