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- Saint John’s Pulpit (Nov. 21, Christ the King Sunday) 
          – “Giving: The Way God Loved the World” John 3:16-17  

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.17 “Indeed, 
God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 

that the world might be saved through him. John 3:16-17 NRSV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ the King Sunday: a Spiritual Bridge to Advent 

Christmas and Easter are regarded as two representative (or popular) days 

in the Christian tradition. To meet each of these days Christians are 

encouraged to spend special weeks. For Christmas, we wait for the birth of 

Christ through a season of Advent. In Lent, we are trained to meet the Risen 

Lord through 40 days of meditating on Jesus’ passion and death.  
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Very interestingly, there are two special Sundays before starting Lent and 

Advent. A Sunday before a season of Lent is called ‘Transfiguration Sunday’. 

Likewise, Christ the King Sunday is a Sunday before a season of Advent. 

Personally, I love these two Sundays – Transfiguration Sunday and Christ 

the King Sunday because they help me see what I should seek for clearly.  

Whenever we enter a Lenten season, it is like that Transfiguration Sunday 

asks us if we are fully ready to transform ourselves by the blood of Jesus 

Christ. Without transforming our life, how many times have we met on 

Easter Sunday morning? On the other hand, Christ the King Sunday gives us 

this question - what are you waiting for? Christ? Gifts? Or all your holiday 

plans? 

I am not sure whether this was what these two Sundays intended before 

either Easter or Christmas, but these Sundays still help us to make our 

Easter and Christmas more meaningful. So, the point is this - it is our 

mission to think of Christ only before starting the Advent this year.  

Giving: The Way God Loved the World 

The text today is the most popular one by all Christians, even non-

Christians. We can see lots of artworks to put John 3:16. If you live in the 

West coast area, please try to visit, and enjoy burgers at In-N-Out Burger. 

You can easily see this verse on the bottom of your soda cup!  

Easy to memorize and recite… so people love to share this verse with others 

especially when they do outreach. But for this simple and beautiful verse, 

lessons outweigh!  

First, this verse is from John chapter 3. When Nicodemus visited Jesus at 

night, Jesus helped him understand the meaning of being born again. Some 

of you may hear this – Spiritual but not religious. We use this expression to 

speak about people in our days. People identify themselves as spiritual but 

do not go to churches. Mostly they experience spirituality through music, 

yoga, meditation, or candles! Unfortunately, they have no idea about who 

Jesus is and what churches are.  

At a certain point, Nicodemus was spiritual but not religious. He was a 

teacher of Jewish Law which means he had knowledge of religion. He had 

questions about ‘born again.’ He was interested in what Jesus was doing. 
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However, he did not want to be involved in Jesus’ movement officially. 

Through doing this, he would have many things to give up such as his 

position, social status, or respect as a Jewish teacher. The word ‘religion’ is 

from ‘religio’ in Latin, meaning obligation, bond, and reverence. The word 

‘religare’ in Latin means ‘to bind’. So, to be religious means to be more 

responsible. It requires our commitment and sacrifice.  

From Nicodemus, we easily understand why people in our days are spiritual 

but not religious. The most dangerous thing from this tendency is that they 

have no idea of God’s love. Through any kind of spiritual mood or mysterious 

atmosphere, they believe it is spiritual, but mostly it is just an individual 

satisfaction. In this, there is no self-sacrifice for God and neighbors.                        

In the conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus presents very important teaching 

about God’s love. Here is a question for you. How can we understand God’s 

love? The Bible says that God is love. If so, how can we know God is love?  

Given this challenge, one special verb used by Jesus requires our careful 

attention. It is ‘give!’   

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 

life. John 3:16 NRSV 

How did God love the world? For this big question, Jesus speaks that God 
gave his only Son. In other words, God’s love had been embodied through 

His giving his only Son to the world. So, to explain God’s love, the word 

‘give’ should go together.  

In a week, we are going to enter a season of Advent. God’s greatest love 

came to us through His giving only Son. Later, Jesus also gave himself to 

save us through his death on the Cross. So, God the Father loved us through 

His giving only Son. God the Son loved us through giving Himself. Thus, we 

know that the best way to love is to give.  

A week ago, I served a memorial service for Helga McDermott. When we 

were sharing eulogy and stories about Helga, her granddaughter’s eulogy 

was resonated with me. She sobbed and cried saying that her grandmother 

gave her lots of support and help. When she graduated, was in between 

jobs, and was in a challenging moment, Helga supported her granddaughter 
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a lot. She spoke that she can’t thank Helga enough for her love… Did Helga 

help her granddaughter by expecting rewards from her?  

After all, God’s love ends with giving His only Son. Because of this love, we 

are going to begin this Advent journey. Furthermore, we are full of great 

expectations to welcome our Messiah!  

Hope in Christ 

Still, we are going through this long-lasting pandemic. In the meantime, the 

world has been a field of condemnation and criticism among people and 

among countries. No one can stop this. If so, who can stop this? John 3:17 

tells us why Jesus had to come to this world.  

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. John 

3:16-17 NRSV 

As we agree, this Advent is the very moment we should pray for God’s 

Grace. We all do not want to see this pandemic in the next year. At the 

same time, we all hear lots of rancorous voices to blame one another here 

and there. Under this circumstance, the text today gives us a very 

meaningful thought. It is about why Jesus came to this world. In other 

words, why did God send His only Son to this world? Because God wanted to 

save the world through His Son!  

Do you see three big words from the text today? Love-Give-Save! 

All these three words are about what God did for the world. God loved the 

world, gave His only Son, and saved all. If so, don’t you think that we 

Christians keep these words as our mission this coming Advent? Hope that 

your Advent would be a good opportunity to practice these three words from 

God- love, give, and save. Still, there is hope in Christ! Happy Thanksgiving!    

   

               


