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- Saint John’s Pulpit (Dec. 5, Second Sunday of Advent) 
          – “Those Who Made Advent: Elizabeth” Luke 1:5-7  
5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, 

who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of 

Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were righteous before 

God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations 

of the Lord. 7 But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and 

both were getting on in years. 

 

 

Those Who Made Advent  

All stories about Advent and Christmas make us see that there are two 

families who made Advent in the Bible. One ‘childless’ couple – Zechariah 

and Elizabeth expected to see their child, John the Baptist. One ‘child-like’ 

bride, Mary was pregnant unexpectedly and became a mother of Jesus 

Christ. 

The first Advent could be done with these two families chosen by God. It is 

honorable and blessed. But this is a kind of interpretation by people 

(including us) after these families. Did they know that they were blessed or 

privileged at that time? Keeping this question in our mind, today I would like 

to share a story of Elizabeth with you and speak about how she could make 

her first Advent.    

The Best Couple in the Bible   

Here is one interesting question. Among lots of couples in the Bible, who is 

the best couple? Adam and Eve? No! Abraham and Sarah? I don’t think so! If 

I would be asked to pick up one couple from the Bible, my answer is 

Zechariah and Elizabeth! Let me read Luke 1:5 again.  

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named 

Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was 

a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Luke 1:5 NRSV 

The story of Zechariah and Elizabeth begins with this verse. From this verse, 

people are overwhelmed to know how they are people of great family 
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background first. At the same time, this verse works as a brief version of 

John the Baptist’s genealogy. Usually, as the Bible or the Jewish tradition 

spare more pages to deal with men’s stories, it is interesting to see Elizabeth 

and her family background with details here. Who they are? In a word, they 

were super & duper!    

Both were from priests’ families, have a devout faith, careers, and most of 

all they clearly knew their religion. One of the movies I enjoyed a long time 

ago is Mr. & Mrs. Smith (2005). Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie were very 

professional killers with careers, experience, courage, wisdom, power, 

weapons, and strength. So, in my eyes, it is not a stretch to equate 

Zechariah and Elizabeth with Mr. & Mrs. Smith!  

In our eyes, they looked perfect and wonderful. Hard to believe that they 

have troubles in their life. But they did! Please look at verse 7. 

7 But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both 

were getting on in years. Luke 1:7 NRSV 

What does this verse mean? There is no perfect life! No matter how you are 

looking good, but you need to know that it does not mean you are really 

good. There is no home without wounds. For this best couple in the Bible, 

they had no children ironically. In terms of the Jewish religion perspective, 

Elizabeth and Zechariah had to endure direct or indirect criticism because 

people see barrenness as God’s punishment against their sin! For Elizabeth, 

more criticism followed her whole life because she was a woman. Although 

we have no idea who is more responsible for that barrenness, the Bible says 

it was from Elizabeth only.     

Here is my personal thought about Zechariah and Elizabeth. Although the 

Bible does not tell us where they lived, Christian tradition says that they 

lived in Ein Kerem, a village on a hill just a few miles (less than an hour’s 

walk) from the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. This means they lived not in a 

city area, but a rural area. Here are a couple of clues supporting this: 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town 

in the hill country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and 

greeted Elizabeth. Luke 1:39-40 NRSV 
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65 Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were 

talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. Luke 1:65 

NRSV 

Although we are not familiar with the Holy Land, we easily know that 

Elizabeth and Zechariah lived in a little town far from the capital city. 

Sometimes I used to think about this. In terms of the UMC appointment 

system, they may not be satisfied with their appointment considering their 

careers and backgrounds.  

I recall I mention this before. When I did my ministry in Minneapolis, the 

biggest denomination was the Lutheran church as there were many 

immigrants from Northern European countries. So, Minneapolis was called 

another ‘Vatican City’ among Lutheran priests. It was their dream place 

requiring their careers, experiences, and strong family or faith backgrounds. 

For example, I was privileged to enjoy a good fellowship with one Lutheran 

minister serving Gethsemane Lutheran Church in front of my place. On the 

first lunch meeting with him, he shared his family faith background very 

proudly. He was very brilliant, handsome, and energetic. However, he never 

wins over Zechariah and Elizabeth!  

Personally, I believe that Zechariah and Elizabeth should deserve better 

appointments to meet their satisfaction as well as more congregations. In 

general, or in our knowledge, the Jewish people tend to like perfect and 

flawless things. When they do their burnt offerings, they should be careful to 

choose animals in perfect shape and condition. This dogmatic stance might 

drive the Jewish people to select their priest and wife in perfect shape and 

condition. If so, Zechariah and Elizabeth were not their first choice. Have 

you ever thought that how much they had to endure all kinds of gossips and 

blames by people?  

If you were in their shoes, are you confident that you keep your faith all the 

time?  Don’t you think that you would stumble and grumble because of 

God’s no answer? But Luke 1:6 gives us a very important idea to know 

Zechariah and Elizabeth.  
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6 Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly 

according to all the commandments and regulations of the 

Lord. Luke 1:6 NRSV 

This verse tells us how Zechariah and Elizabeth made their first Advent 

wonderfully. Although they had their own challenges, hardships, and 

unanswered prayers, they remained to be righteous before God. They lived 

blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. 

In this, commandments are typically about personal faith. For example, if we 

love God and neighbors and keep prayer devotion regularly, these are 

regarded as commandments. On the other hand, regulations mean what we 

do in public areas, which means rituals in the temple and church. For 

example, we go to church regularly, join programs and mission projects, and 

contribute to the mission of God. All these are examples of keeping 

regulations.  

Their long-awaited Advent was done by their patience, faithfulness, and 

faith. They had reasons to be discouraged and disappointed, but they were 

faithful to God and kept their places. Finally, Elizabeth and Zechariah 

became the parents of John the Baptist. Later, Jesus put this very special 

remark about John the Baptist, but to his mom, Elizabeth actually.  

11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen 

greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven 

is greater than he. Matthew 11:11 NRSV 

Please take a moment to look around. This Advent 2021 is like the first 

Advent Elizabeth experienced. Hopeless, dark, worrisome, stressful, 

disappointing, long-waiting, and repeating same all day by day without 

improving… All these things work as stumbling blocks in our relationship with 

God seriously. So, we forget God’s Grace easily, give up our calling, and 

negotiate with what we see and what we feel. However, please remember 

Elizabeth and Zechariah and how they could overcome these challenges. As 

long as we are related with God faithfully, this Advent would be another 

opportunity bringing joy to our life. Then we get to know this: Our waiting 

moment was God’s working moment indeed! 


