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- Saint John’s Pulpit (Dec. 4, Second Sunday of Advent) –                         
                “Advent: Time to Surrender My Way” Matthew 3:1-12 

 

3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of 

whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

    make his paths straight.’ ” 

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 

food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 

around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said 

to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 

wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these 

stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 

trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more 

powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 

floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 

John the Baptist and Advent  

As we are going through the season of Advent this year, let’s take a 

moment to think of what Advent missions are. Among many things-to-do in 

your list, we agree that one of the important missions is to prepare the way 

of the Lord. Although the Good News of the birth of Jesus was given to us in 

God’s plan, this action item (prepare the way of the Lord) is typically on us. 

It means that we not only wait for the Lord but also prepare the way of the 

Lord more actively. If so, we need to pay attention to one character in the 

story today- John the Baptist.  
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The story today presents John the Baptist’s main messages before 

baptizing Jesus. His two main messages are observed here – 1) repentance 

and the Kingdom of Heaven (In Matthew, the Kingdom of God is called the 

Kingdom of Heaven. At that time, among very devoted and pious Jewish 

people, calling the name of God directly was forbidden because of their 

extreme awe. So, the kingdom of heaven was their best solution.), and 2) 

preparing the way of the Lord which can be seen in Matthew 3:2-3. 

2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the 

one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

    make his paths straight.’ ” Matthew 3:2-3 NRSV 

 

In general, Advent has a couple of time frames. One is Jesus’ coming to the 
world first, and the other is Jesus’ return to the world (second coming). 

Surprisingly, John the Baptist was the only one who met these two-time 
frames in his life! John the Baptist was born six months earlier than Jesus. 

His parents were Zechariah and Elizabeth. They were old and from priest 
family backgrounds. When the virgin Mary was pregnant, Elizabeth was a big 

supporter of Mary. Indeed, when Mary met Elizabeth, the Bible says John the 
Baptist was moving actively in her mother’s womb! Was it John’s welcoming 

ceremony?  
 
41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed 

with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound 

of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed 
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 

spoken to her by the Lord.”  Luke 1:42-45 NRSV 
 

Before Jesus was born, God prepared John the Baptist and his family for 
making Jesus’ coming smooth and safe. To Mary who was afraid of all 

changes in her life, Elizabeth’s wisdom and encouragement became a big 
help incredibly. Can we say that Elizabeth prepared the way of Mary? Please 

know that even Elizabeth was pregnant at that time. Furthermore, she was 
very old. This means that Elizabeth also was struggling with many 

challenges in her life. However, she gladly became a friend for one young 
pregnant lady whom people might misunderstand or criticize.  
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Let’s go back to John the Baptist. As we noted, John the Baptist prepared 
the way of the Lord from his birth as well as from his mission. This is not the 

end. He lived his life preparing for Jesus’ second coming. When no one was 
concerned about Jesus’ return, he strongly asked people to repent and be 

ready for the final judgment.  
  

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming 
after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 

and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” Matthew 3:11-12 NRSV 

The point is this. John the Baptist was the one who connected Jesus’ coming 

to the world and Jesus’ second coming. He was the only one who understood 

the two characteristics of Advent. If so, he not only prepared the way for the 
Lord but also prepared the way for us to know about Jesus’ coming. At the 

same time, John the Baptist encourages us to be more serious to make our 
Advent journey. The point is this. Advent is more than celebrating His 

coming because it requires our repentance and readiness for the final 

moment. This is the reason why we should meet this season prayerfully.     

Are we surrendering all for Jesus?  

Here is one more lesson for your preparing the way of the Lord. To do this, 

the first action to take is to surrender my way. With that, Zechariah, a father 

of John the Baptist might be a good example. Who is Zechariah? Let me 

read Luke 1:5-6. 

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named 

Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was 

descended from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 

Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were righteous before God, living 

blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of 

the Lord. Luke 1:5-6 NRSV 

Among many priests, Zechariah was a person of high leadership. After 

these verses, Zechariah was told that his wife Elizabeth will be pregnant by 

the angel Gabriel. That moment was when he was offering incense in the 

sanctuary of the Lord. Not every priest could do this. In one’s entire life, this 

opportunity is given to an individual priest one or two times. But many 
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number of priests didn’t get this chance. A mixture of emotions is seen in 

Luke 1 when the angel gave him this news. Then, what was the next step? It 

was to name his son by himself. In Jewish culture, to name one’s son was a 

great privilege as a father, which meant not only naming but also blessing 

kids! When you read Genesis 49, Jacob is calling each of his sons’ name with 

special blessings. Indeed, their names were a snapshot of their life and 

destiny. Of course, Zechariah would have hoped for his son to be a priest 

like him. He planned to give his son a great name. But he was not allowed to 

do this. The angel Gabriel told him that his son will be called John.     

13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your 

prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 

you will name him John. Luke 1:13 NRSV 

Ironically, John born from a SUPER-elite priest family became a person 

against Jewish religious groups later! Zechariah and Elizabeth would have 

struggled with their son seriously. Prepare the way of the Lord, Zechariah 

and Elizabeth had to surrender many vested interests in their lives. Here is a 

recap. To prepare the way of the Lord requires surrendering our ways and 

plans. And this is one of the lessons we need to remember in our Advent 

journey.  

Before closing this sermon, I’d like to invite you to think of all churches in 

the United Methodist Church. It appears that they are preparing for their 

own way, direction, and plan. Although we need to respect each of their 

decisions, don’t you think that God wants us to prepare the way of the Lord 

together? Preparing the way of the Lord is from how prayerfully we are 

ready to surrender our own way. Jesus’ earthly parents did it. John the 

Baptist did the same. Even his parents chose the same way. At the end of 

the day, Jesus himself surrendered His life to save us, which means 

preparing the way to Salvation for you and me. Hope that we all treasure 

this lesson in our Advent journey, then prepare for the way of the Lord 

together with joy.   


